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Objective

Goal of task is to combine group delays and phase delays for astrometric applications. This includes devising new observing strategies. The MODEST software package is used for this purpose.
Main activities (01/04/11 – 30/06/11)

· Implement and test procedure to simulate phase delays with MODEST
· Discussed issues in simulating such data sets with JPL
· Initial tests combining group delays and phase delays
Problems/issues
· Generation of simulated phase delays took more time than originally anticipated due to problems with software/data formats.
· Due to this delay, the work will probably not be finished by 31/12/2011.
· Plan is to continue the work up to 15/04/2012 since we have funding for the project until then (and RadioNet JRAs have been extended until 30/06/2012).
Forward look

· Continue testing combination of group delay and phase delay data sets
· Test observing strategies taking advantage of the two data sets
· 9.5 additional man-months to be spent on the project from 01/07/2011 to 15/04/2012 (4.75 EC-funded + 4.75 from own funding)

Persons working on JRA
· Laurent Chemin (100%) – contract goes until 15 April 2012

· Patrick Charlot (~10%)

Comment
· We URGENTLY need an official statement indicating that RadioNet is extended until 30 June 2012 to comply with a request of the University of Bordeaux.
